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“The key to problem solving is 
identifying the problem.”

–Bill
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Free Software / 
Free Society

Richard Stallman
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Oh, Canada
Why do we use Free Software?
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Proprietary 
Software



Proprietary Software

Permission to use the software



Proprietary Software

Permission to use the software 

Purchasing software licenses



Proprietary Software

Permission to use the software 

Purchasing software licenses 

With many legal conditions



Free Software 
is 

Permissionless Software



“The real world is a special case.”

–VMS Conference



Software needs vary.

–Users / Site owners



What is Freedom?



What is Freedom?

no $$$ ?



What is Freedom?

freedom to fly != fly for $0
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charity ( eg. soup kitchen ) ?
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What is Freedom?

freedom to fly != fly for $0 

soup kitchens: menu vs buffet 

free as in speech ?



Free 
Speech

Means different things 
to different people.

https://xkcd.com/1357/



“Freedom is not inconsistent with 
obligation.”

–Grace Llewellyn
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Freedom
has a relationship with responsibility. 

Example: newborn -> parent



Roles

Developers 

Site Owners 

Community



get_option() then (5/2010) and now (7/2019)



Developers

might live forever 

might continually change 

might be inspected by 1000s 

will be used by the real world



Site Owners

Infinite possibilities  
(55K plugins) 

Ownership 

Permissionless



Community
Plugins 

Themes 

Support forums 

Codex 

Blog posts, tutorials, etc.



Permissionless 
Software

The key to problem solving is 
identifying the problem. 

The real world is a special case. 

Freedom is not inconsistent with 
obligation.


